January 8, 2009

Dear President-Elect Barak Obama,

You once said that you lived the American dream, overcoming childhood adversity. Many aren’t so lucky. Adolescents worldwide are being forced into slavery today, and are abused, malnourished, and raped. According to UNICEF, “1.2 million children are trafficked every year to become domestic servants, factory workers, camel jockeys, child soldiers and sex slaves.”Nepalese girls are enslaved to repay family debts. Over 1,000 children in the United Arab Emirates are being forced to jockey camel races. Boys are sold to cocoa farms in Cote d’Ivoire to harvest beans for chocolate. Children in Pakistan are sold to carpet factories where they work tied to a loom. In Niger, over 43,000 laborers toil in fields. In Cambodia, girls are sold to brothels where they are beaten and raped. Children in Congo dig materials to make laptops and cell phones. A children’s choir came from Zambia to perform in Texas but never saw any profits. Mr. President, Lincoln is remembered for freeing the slaves. Will you be remembered as the man who turned a blind eye as millions of children across the globe cried out for help? Give these children their lives back.

Sincerely,

Margaret G.

Massachusetts

Grade 8

