
 
Strategy Index: Grades 3-5  

Pre-reading  
Activating Prior Knowledge  

K-W-L Chart 

A KWL Chart is used to record what students already know about a 
topic before reading, what they would like to learn about the topic 
while reading and later to reflect on what they have learned from 
reading. 

1. Create a class chart with three columns: K- What we know, W-
What we want to find out, L- What we learn 

2. Have children create their own charts to track personal 
knowledge and learning.  

3. Invite students to share facts from their personal charts to add 
to the class chart. 

4. Record each student’s input onto the class chart. 
5. Now ask students to complete the next column of their chart – 

“What I Want to Know” – by listing questions they have about 
your topic. 

6. Ask each student to share one question off their personal chart 
to add to the class chart. 

7. Record each student’s input onto the class chart. 
8. Post the chart in a highly visible spot in the room so that you can 

add to it throughout the unit 
9. During or after reading ask students to complete the final 

column – “What I Learned.”  Here, students should write the 
answers to their questions from the second column.  Encourage 
students to pursue further research if necessary to answer their 
questions from column two. 

Variations of the K-W-L chart: 



The variation takes the “What I Know” section of the K-W-L chart 
and encourages students to think not only about what they already 
know, but how they know it.  Have they seen something about it on 
the Discovery Channel, read a book about it, taken a field trip 
where they’ve experienced it, or heard someone talk about it?  This 
type of thinking helps students build background knowledge and 
context.   

What I Know How I Know What I Want to Know 

 
  

  
 

K-W-L-H:  In this variation add one additional column for “How to 
Learn More.” 

K-W-L-S:  In this variation add one additional column for “Still Want 
To Know.” 

Common Core State ELA Standards Correlation: Grades 3-5 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text; refer to text as basis for answers (gr. 3); refer to details and 
examples (gr. 4); quote accurately from a text in explanations (gr. 5) 
Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 
RI-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for answers (gr 3); refer 
to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences (gr 4); quote accurately from 
text when explaining the text and drawing inference from text (gr 5) 
Writing 
Range of Writing 
W-10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time 
frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
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