
 
Strategy Index: Grades 3-5 

Pre-reading  

Building Context 

Pre-reading Context Survey 

Before reading, survey your students on how much they know about 
the location, time period, culture or historical events that surround the 
book you’re about to read. 

1. Create survey. 
o Circle survey: A quick way to create a pre-reading context 

survey is to list key words/phrases related to the context of 
the book. Have students independently circle only the key 
words/phrases they could tell you at least three things about. 

o Scale survey: List important context-related topics. Allow 
students to rate how confident they are in their knowledge of 
that topic. (i.e. 1= no knowledge, 2= some knowledge, 3= 
expert knowledge) 

o Questionnaire: Ask students specific questions about their 
contextual background knowledge that elicit short answer 
responses. (i.e. “What do you know about Native American 
animal symbolism?”) 

2. Administer the survey. Remind students that the results are not 
graded, but will be used to guide your teaching and their learning. 

3. Compile student responses to learn which topics students need 
more background knowledge on before reading. 

4. Provide students additional instruction as needed to prepare for 
reading. 

5. Use pre-reading survey at the end of the unit as a comparison to 
measure learning.  

Extensions: 
Theme Surveys: For Fiction, write several survey questions for your 
students based on the theme of the book. (For example, if you were 
reading a book in which fear affected the main character, you could 



create a survey asking questions such as: What makes you afraid? 
What do you do when you are afraid? What have you done to get over 
your fear?) Lead a discussion based on your theme survey results. 

Common Core State ELA Standards Correlation: Grades 3-5 
When used as a comparison for learning after reading- 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text; refer to text as basis for answers (gr. 3); refer to details and 
examples (gr. 4); quote accurately from a text in explanations (gr. 5) 

Reading Standards for Informational Text 
RI-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for answers (gr 3); refer 
to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences (gr 4); quote accurately from 
at ext when explaining the text and drawing inference from text (gr 5) 

Tags: before reading, prereading, pre-reading, surveys, student 
surveys, questionnaires, prior knowledge, text to self, building 
connections, reading comprehension, reading strategy 


