
 
Strategy Index: Grades 3-5  

Pre-reading  
Comprehension Strategies 
Essential Questions 
Providing your students with one or more essential question before 
reading a book helps them identify big ideas and develop 
understandings of a more personal and interpretive nature. Having 
students think about essential questions helps them see that they 
should read books on multiple levels and for multiple purposes. 

Essential questions characteristics include- 

• big picture questions that do not have a single right answer 
• require readers to go beyond the book itself, making connections 

between the main themes of the book and themselves or others 
• questions that address something of importance 

Write one or two essential questions on chart paper and asking 
students to answer them as they read their book. 

Samples: 
Poor essential question: Who was Martin Luther King? 
Strong essential question: What makes a hero and what character 
traits make them successful? 

Extensions: 

• Student-Written Essential Questions: Encourage students to 
come up with their own questions about the curriculum to 
increase their engagement. Scaffold this thinking process for 
students by first discussing how to write essential questions as a 
whole class with read-aloud selections. 

Common Core State ELA Standards Correlation: Grades 3-5 
Reading Standards for Literature 



Key Ideas and Details 
RL-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text; refer to text as basis for answers (gr. 3); refer to details and 
examples (gr. 4); quote accurately from a text in explanations (gr. 5) 
RL-2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem form details in 
the text; summarize the text (gr. 4-5) 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL-9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories 
written by the same author (gr. 3); compare and contrast stories on 
approaches to similar themes and topics (gr. 5) 
Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 
RI-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for answers (gr 3); refer 
to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences (gr 4); quote accurately from 
text when explaining the text and drawing inference from text (gr 5) 
RI-2 Determine the main idea of a text, recount the key details and 
explain how they support the main idea (gr 3); summarize text (gr 4, 
5) 
RI-3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, 
using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect. 
 
 
Tags: essential questions, questions, questioning, prereadng, pre-
reading, prior reading, objectives, instructional design 


