
 
Strategy Index Grades 3-5 

During Reading 

Comprehension Strategies 
Thinkmarks 
Thinkmarks serve as a self-monitoring framework for recording 
questions while reading. 

1. As students read, encourage them to jot down any thoughts or 
questions they have along with the page number on a paper 
bookmark. 

2. Show the class how you clarify your own misunderstandings by 
modeling the self-monitoring process in a think aloud.  

3. As the class discusses sections of the book, have students review 
their thinkmark questions and make sure they can now answer 
all of them. If not, encourage them to look back through the text 
for answers. Help students address any questions they cannot 
answer at your next group discussion or during a conversation 
with the student. 

Common Core State ELA Standards Correlation: Grades 3-5 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text; refer to text as basis for answers (gr. 3); refer to details and 
examples (gr. 4); quote accurately from a text in explanations (gr. 5) 
Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 
RI-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for answers (gr 3); refer 
to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences (gr 4); quote accurately from 
text when explaining the text and drawing inference from text (gr 5) 
and proficiently. 
Writing Standards 



W-4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose 
(gr 3); produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are clear to task, purpose, and audience (gr 4, 5) 
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