
 
Strategy Index: Grades 3-5 

After Reading 

Discussion Strategies 
Discussion Group Reflection 
After small group discussions take place, it’s important to have 
students reflect on the success of their group.  Knowing what factors 
contribute to (or detract from) a successful group conversation is what 
builds the strength of your discussion groups over time. 

Based on the expectations you set before the discussion, create with 
students a list of evaluation criteria. Ask each student to rate their 
group on each point. Below is a sample evaluation chart: 

Small Group Discussion: Evaluation Chart 
• Everyone talked. 
• We used reflective listening. 
• We used conversation building responses. 
• We stayed focused. 
• We referred to the book to support our ideas. 

 

After the discussion, allow students 6 minutes to independently reflect 
on their discussion. 

1. Ask students to fold a paper into three sections. 
2. In the first section, give 2 minutes to write things they liked 

about this group experience. 
3. In the second section, give 2 minutes to write things they didn’t 

like about this group experience. 
4. In the third section, allow a free write – invite them to tell you 

anything they’d like to about the experience (something 
interesting they learned, how they’d like to change the structure 
for the next time, a question they have for you…) 



Consider allowing the responses to be anonymous. Collect their 
responses and reflect on what the students have said. You will start 
your lesson tomorrow by reporting back to students what their 
reflections shared and answering any questions. 

Writing Standards 
Text Type and Purposes 
W-1 Write opinion pieces on topic or texts supporting a point of view 
with reasons (gr 3); support point of view with reasons and 
information (grades 4-5). 
W-2 Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
W-4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose 
(gr 3); produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are clear to task, purpose, and audience (gr 4, 5) 
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