
 
Strategy Index: Grades 3-5 

After Reading 

Discussion Strategies 
Conversation Building Responses 
To encourage student-centric discussions, teach students to respond to 
each other in ways that build the conversation. 

To facilitate students in using responses that further conversation, 
post suggested responses to prompt students to respond to each 
other. Add to the list as you hear students use new, conversation-
building responses. 

Sample Suggested Responses: 

• I hadn’t thought of it that way. I was thinking…. 
• Share more about that. 
• Can you explain more? 
• Can you show us where in the text your idea is supported? 
• That’s an interesting question. Who would like to answer? 
• Does that remind you of your own experience? 
• Did you learn something interesting from your reading? 
• I respectfully disagree. Let me explain my thinking. (Kindly 

express a different point-of-view.) 
• I’m wondering what you meant when you said ___. 
• What would you make different choices from book character? 
• Have you ever had a similar problem? (ask others to make 

connections) 
• What are you thinking about that Elena? (bring another group 

member into the discussion) 

Common Core State ELA Standards Correlation: Grades 3-5 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text; refer to text as basis for answers (gr. 3); refer to details and 
examples (gr. 4); quote accurately from a text in explanations (gr. 5) 



RL-3 Describe characters, setting, events drawing on specific details 
from a text 
Reading Standards for Informational Text 
Key Ideas and Details 
RI-1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as a basis for answers (gr 3); refer 
to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences (gr 4); quote accurately from 
text when explaining the text and drawing inference from text (gr 5) 
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