
 

 

ePals Project: Building Classroom Community 

Common Core Standards Alignment 

 

This project meets up to 8 ELA Standards for Grades 2-5.   

Common Core State Standards 

Grade 2 

RL.2.1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.R.3.Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop 
and interact over the course of a text. 

RL.2.3. Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 

W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to 

develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

W.2.10. (Begins in grade 3) 

SL.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 
textswith peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 
Grade 3 

RL.3.1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers. 

RL.3.3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the sequence of events. 

W.3.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

W.3.4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1–3 above.) 



W.3.6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using 

keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

W.3.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

SL.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

Grade 4 

RL.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in 
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 

of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 

W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.4.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

Grade 5 

RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

W.5.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 



W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

 W.5.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 

of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.5.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

 


