
 

ePals Project Preparation Checklist  

Building a Literacy Rich Classroom Community (Elementary) 

  Review Instructional Plan   Thoroughly review the essential activities, standards, and unit themes 

and questions. Essential activities form the backbone for meeting the project goals. Also, investigate 

reinforcing activities to augment learning. You will find that each activity creates a purposeful context 

for your students’ learning. 

 Create Classroom Email Accounts   Log on to ePals and create your monitored classroom list and 

SchoolSafe email accounts for students.  For assistance with creating your accounts, click here:  

http://en.community.epals.com/epals/support/p/getting-started.aspx 

 Create Project Wiki In your project workspace, create a wiki page for students to post their peer 

introductions.    

  Post Essential and Supporting Questions   Create a large poster-sized chart of the essential and 

supporting questions to hang in your classroom. 

Essential Question 
What does it mean to be part of a learning community? 

Supporting Unit Questions 
How can we ensure that all members of our community feel safe, trusted, and valued? 

What do I want other people to know about me? 
How do people build respectful and nurturing relationships? 

How do I communicate my ideas effectively (orally and in writing)? 

 

  Pre-Read Unit Read Aloud Books     Pre-read the unit read aloud book: Regarding the Fountain by 

Kate Klise. Pre-reading is beneficial for many reasons. It is an opportunity to: a) make think-aloud notes 

that you can model during reading, b) make notes of important vocabulary and c) anticipate connections 

to other lessons and activities. Ongoing read aloud texts should engage and enthrall students and be 

slightly above their independent reading levels.  

   Welcome Emails  Generate excitement for the project and build relationships with your students by 

sending each child an email prior to launch the project. In the email, tell students how much you 

appreciate having them in your class. These will also serve as tools for introducing students to written 

communication through ePals email. 

  Teacher Letter  Write an email to send to all your students that introduces yourself. Share your goals 

and expectations for the year; including (1) what you do well, (2) your interests, (3) your challenges and 

(4) what you would like to accomplish this year.  

  Get Writing Journals Gather a writing journal for each of the students in your classroom, as well as 

yourself! The benefits for yourself and your students will be substantial, as daily writing is important for 
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reflection and writing growth. Classroom teachers also find that having a personal writing journal is a 

powerful resource when reflecting upon teaching strategies, lessons, and connections with individual 

students. 


