


A Taste of Culture
Leveling Guide

LEVELS 1–2
Students should use the target language to name foods and drinks. They can also use memorized words and phrases when responding to or leaving comments and questions on the forums. Encourage students to take risks by ensuring that their posts will not be graded on correctness. Discussions about culture should be conducted in English to encourage an in-depth analysis and comparison of the two cultures. 

All information on the final recipe page should be in the target language except for the cultural information, which requires a depth of expression beyond the Novice level. Level 1 students can use the infinitive with phrases, such as es necesario, debes, or vas a in the Preparación section of the recipe page instead of formal or informal commands.

Fine Art and Literature Connection Extension Activities (optional)
Show students one of the suggested paintings or any other of your choice that incorporates food. Have students name the food(s) represented as well as other objects and colors they see. Have them write a few sentences describing the action(s) they see in the painting. Students can use English when discussing the perspective and cultural information revealed in the painting. 

Students can read a few recipes from the book Como agua para chocolate and identify the ingredients they recognize. Are any of the ingredients the same as those from the wiki page? Students can also read excerpts from Los huevos verdes con jamón. Many students should be familiar with the English version. Ask them to identify the rhyming pattern. Do they think it helps or hurts their comprehension? Did they ever try a food they thought they wouldn’t like only to discover that they did like it? How is being open to trying new foods an important aspect of cultural learning? What would they be missing out on if they never tried anything new?




LEVEL 3
All communication on the forums should be done in the target language. To allow students in the partnering country to practice English, you may want to designate some threads as English-only and others as Spanish-only. Students should try to use circumlocution when necessary and to expand their responses beyond short, memorized phrases. Encourage them to take risks by ensuring that their posts will not be graded on correctness. 

All information on the final recipe page should be in the target language. However, keep in mind that their ability to express in-depth cultural information is still limited. You may want to have students attach a separate sheet with additional cultural information in English. 

Fine Art and Literature Connection Extension Activities (optional)
Show students one of the suggested paintings or any other that incorporates food. Have students write about the setting of the painting, the people in the painting, and how food relates to the action. Have students write a few sentences describing the actions they see in the painting. Students may need to use some English when discussing the perspective and cultural information revealed in the painting. Show students another painting and have them compare and contrast the style of the two artists in Spanish by providing them with some vocabulary words specific to art.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students can read an excerpt from the book Como agua para chocolate. You may want to have students read pages 8–9, which discuss the tradition of making tamales and also introduce the main conflict of the story. Have students retell the tamale-making process in their own words. Ask them if they have a food preparation tradition similar to this. Why do they think their own tradition exists, and, if they do not have a tradition, why not? Additionally, students can summarize the conflict presented in the excerpt. Students may need support from you to understand the meaning of the conflict. 




LEVELS 4–5
All communication on the forums should be done in the target language. To allow students in the partnering country to practice English, teachers may want to designate some threads as English-only and others as Spanish-only. At this level, students should be able to give more thorough responses instead of just short sentences limited to high-frequency vocabulary. Encourage students to take risks by ensuring that their posts will not be graded on correctness. 

All information on the final recipe page should be in the target language. Students should be able to give a more in-depth cultural explanation at this level, though it would still be more limited compared to what they could express in English. 

Fine Art and Literature Connection Extension Activities (optional)
Show students one of the suggested paintings or any other that incorporates food. Have students write a few sentences about what they think happened just prior to the action in the painting. Have students discuss the perspective or cultural information represented in the painting. Ask students to describe what a painting of dinnertime at their house would look like. Show students another painting and have them compare and contrast the style of the two artists in Spanish by providing them with some vocabulary words specific to art.  

Students can read an excerpt from or the entire poem La alcachofa. Do any of the class recipes include this ingredient? Have students familiar with this vegetable draw it for the class. You can also bring in a real one for the class to touch and examine before reading the poem. You may wish to read the poem aloud while students follow along with their copy. Check for understanding every few lines or so. Whole-class discussions can take place about new vocabulary and the imagery used in the poem. Once you are comfortable that students comprehend the poem, have them break into small groups. Assign a section of the poem to each group of students and have them illustrate it on mural-size paper. Students will then present their drawings in the order of the poem and read the excerpt that goes along with it. 
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